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forest type farther from the equator. A good many railroads penetrate
a few hundred miles into the interior. Some of them end where the
construction of tracks becomes difficult because it is necessary to climb
onto the great plateau which forms most of Africa south of the Sahara.
Another reason for the ending of the railroads is that they reach their
destination, which is a zone where the dense forest gives way to jungle,
a region fit for agriculture. In a region of this kind in British Nigeria
the city of Ibadan, about 100 miles from the coast, is the only really large
city in a north and south distance of 4,000 miles. Including its farming
suburbs it has a population of nearly 400,000. Its seaport, Lagos, whence
great quantities of palm oil and palm kernels are exported, is the largest
on the whole African coast except in the far north and extreme south.
Far in the interior of the equatorial forest region a few short railroads
have been built to* get around the rapids of the Congo River. There are
still plenty of places, however, where one can go straight across Africa
along a straight line without crossing a railroad.
High Equatorial Plateaus
One of the handicaps of equatorial Africa is that the interior is cut off
from the coast by mountains on the borders of the main plateau. The
Congo Basin is separated from the Indian Ocean by an especially high
part of the plateau from which rise great volcanic mountains (Ruwenzori,
16,800 feet; Kenya, 17,000; Kilimanjaro, 19,300). On the west it is sepa-
rated from the Atlantic by a band of mountains which form the rim of
practically the whole of the plateau of the southern half of Africa. These
mountains rise to a height of 13,370 feet in Mt. Cameroon near the corner
where the African coast turns south about 5° north of the equator. The
west side of this active volcano vies with northeastern India (Assam)
and Hawaii as -one of the world's rainiest places, with an average of well
over 400 inches per year.
The northern end of the highert part of Africa begins in the Italian
colony of Eritrea near the coast of the Red Sea. It extends southward
through Italy's recent conquest, Ethiopia, to the BritisK colonies of Kenya
and Uganda and to the eastern part of Belgian Congo. In the large sec-
tions where these plateau regions lie above 5,000 feet the weather is never
hot. At Addis Ababa, the little capital of Ethiopia, 8,000 feet above the
sea, and also at Nairobi, the smaller capital of Kenya (5,450 feet high on
the equator), the warmest month averages about 66° and the coolest 59°.
Both places have heavy but not excessive rain for a few months. During
several other months there is scarcely enough rain to keep the ground
wet, but this does little harm because of the relatively low temperature.
Such conditions make a climate which would be delightful for Euro-

